ALIGNMENT OF GRADUATE CAPABILITIES TO UNITS IN 

MACQUARIE UNIVERSITY CHIROPRACTIC PROGRAM 
COGNITIVE GRADUATE CAPABILITIES

1. Discipline Specific

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010


	Principles and Practice of Chiropractic 
1.1. Profile the philosophical concepts and principles of chiropractic and the development of chiropractic practice, to create an understanding of the positioning and function of the chiropractic profession in the health care system. 


	CHIR103, 104, 201, 202, 301, 302, 875, 876, 883, 884, 894, 895, 896, 897
	Chiropractic Sciences 1-6, 
875, 876, 883, 884, 894, 895, 896, 897

	Basic Sciences 

1.2. Demonstrate a knowledge of the basic sciences, in sufficient depth and scope to allow for: 

· an understanding of the scientific knowledge, concepts and methods fundamental to acquiring and applying clinical science;  

· the application of advances in health care to their clinical practice. 

Subjects covered include: 

 anatomy 

biochemistry 

physiology 

neurology 

microbiology 

histology 

embryology 

pathology 

biophysics 

molecular and cell biology 

genetics 

immunology 

	HLTH 107, 209, 210, 307, 308
CBMS223, HLTH 207, 208
BIOL108, 246, 357, 358

CHIR 873, 874

HLTH 307, 308

HLTH305, 207, 208, 303 
CHIR 878, 887, 888

CHIR133

HLTH 209, 210, 307, 308

HLTH 207, 208, 303
CHIR 873, 874, 877, 887
PHYS159/149, HLTH204

BIOL108, 115, 246
BIOL 108, 115

HLTH 207, 208, 303

CHIR 887

BIOL108, 246, 357; HLTH 207, 208, 303, 305

	Anatomical sciences 1-4

CBMS223, PHD 1-3
BIOL108, 257, 258

PHD2-3

CHIR 873, 874

Anatomic sciences 3 & 4; PHD 3,  HLTH303

PHD 1-3, HLTH 303

CHIR 878, 887, 888
Anatomical sciences 1-4

Anatomical sciences 1-4

PHD 1-3, HLTH 303
CHIR 873, 874, 877, 887
Chiro Sc 1, 2, HLTH 204

BIOL 108, 115, 257
BIOL 108, 115

PHD 1-3

CHIR 887

BIOL108, 258; PHD1-3; HLTH 303


	Clinical Sciences 
1.3. Demonstrate appropriate attitude and sufficient clinical knowledge and skills in the following subjects to undertake clinical responsibility upon graduation: 

orthopaedics 

gynaecology & obstetrics 

paediatrics 

geriatrics 

dermatology 

otolaryngology 

ophthalmology 

diagnostic imaging procedures and interpretation 

nutrition 

rehabilitation 

ergonomics 

pharmacology 
	CHIR 873, 874, 878, 887, 888, 896, 897
HLTH 208, 303, 305, CHIR 887, 888, 896, 897
HLTH 208, 303, 305, CHIR 873, 874, 875, 876, 877, 878, 879, 880, 881, 882, 883, 884, 885, 886, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897

HLTH 208, 303, 305, CHIR 873, 874, 875, 876, 877, 878, 879, 880, 881, 882, 883, 884, 885, 886, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897

HLTH 303, CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 896, 897
HLTH208, 303, 305, CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 896, 897
HLTH303, CHIR877, 878, 873, 874, 887, 888, 896, 897
CHIR879, 880, 885, 886, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897
BIOL 246, 358, HLTH208, 
CHIR 882, 895, 896, 897
CHIR881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897
CHIR881, 882, 895, 896, 897
CHIR 881, 895, 896, 897

	PHD 3, HLTH303, CHIR 873, 874, 878, 887, 888, 896, 897
PHD2, HLTH303, CHIR 887, 888, 896, 897
PHD 2-3, 303, 305,  CHIR 873, 874, 875, 876, 877, 878, 879, 880, 881, 882, 883, 884, 885, 886, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897

PHD 2-3, 303, 305,  CHIR 873, 874, 875, 876, 877, 878, 879, 880, 881, 882, 883, 884, 885, 886, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897

PHD 2 or 3; HLTH 303, CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 896, 897
PHD2, HLTH303, 305, CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 896, 897
HLTH303, CHIR877, 878, 873, 874, 887, 888, 896, 897
CHIR879, 880, 885, 886, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897
BIOL258, PHD1-3, HLTH303, CHIR882, 895, 896, 897
CHIR881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897
CHIR881, 882, 895, 896, 897
CHIR 881, 895, 896, 897

	Clinical skills 
1.4. Demonstrate appropriate clinical responsibility, including health promotion, disease prevention and patient care, for the child, adolescent, adult, geriatric and the medically compromised patient. 

Patient Assessment

1.4.1. Obtain and record a patient history 

1.4.2. Perform a thorough general physical and neuro-musculoskeletal examination 

1.4.3. Perform a spinal analysis

Diagnostic Decision Making

1.4.4. Interpret findings from physical, clinical, laboratory and other special diagnostic procedures

1.4.5. Establish differential and working diagnoses from the information required 

1.4.6. Collaborate or refer as necessary to obtain expert opinion

Plans Patient Care 

1.4.7. Design an interim management plan 

1.4.8. Design an appropriate patient management plan 

1.4.9. Consider safety in patient care

Implements Patient Care

1.4.10. Communicate with and counsels the patient during provision of chiropractic care 

1.4.11. Counsel the patient on preventative, supportive, concurrent and referral care 

1.4.12. Demonstrate a caring approach 

1.4.13. Observe safety guidelines
1.4.14. Effectively apply chiropractic techniques 

1.4.15. Effectively apply first aid and emergency procedures 

1.4.16. Implement appropriate crisis management

1.4.17. Effectively apply other physical therapies and treatment modes when necessary 

1.4.18. Evaluate progress


	HLTH 303, CHIR 873, 874, 877, 878, 881, 882, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897, all skills units 

CHIR 873, 874, 877, 878, 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897, all skills units 
All skills units, CHIR 896, 897
CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 873, 874, 894, 895, 896, 897
HLTH303

CHIR 873, 874, 877, 878, 881, 882, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897, all skills units, 
CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897
CHIR 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897, 875, 876, 883, 884, 896, 897
CHIR 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897, 875, 876, 883, 884, 896, 897
All CHIR units
CHIR 881, 882, 896, 897, all skills units

CHIR 881, 882, 896, 897, 875, 876, 883, 884, 896, 897
All units
All units
all skills classes, CHIR 896, 897
First aid certificate
CHIR 896, 897

CHIR881, 882, 896, 897, all skills units
CHIR 896, 897


	HLTH 303, CHIR 873, 874, 877, 878, 881, 882, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897, all skills units
CHIR 873, 874, 877, 878, 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897, all skills units
All skills units, CHIR 896, 897
CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 873, 874, 894, 895, 896, 897
HLTH303

CHIR 873, 874, 877, 878, 881, 882, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897, all skills units
CHIR 877, 878, 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897

CHIR 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897, 875, 876, 883, 884, 896, 897
CHIR 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897, 875, 876, 883, 884, 896, 897
All CHIR units
CHIR 881, 882, 896, 897, all skills units

CHIR 881, 882, 896, 897, 875, 876, 883, 884, 896, 897
All units
All units
all skills classes, CHIR 896, 897

First aid certificate
CHIR 896, 897

CHIR881, 882, 896, 897, all skills units
CHIR 896, 897



	Behavioural, Social Sciences, Ethics 
1.5 Demonstrate adequate knowledge and understanding of the behavioural sciences, social sciences, ethics and jurisprudence, to enable them to effectively communicate, make appropriate clinical decisions, and to practice ethically. 

1.6. Demonstrates knowledge, skills and attitudes necessary for understanding socio-economic, demographic and cultural determinants of causes, distribution and consequences of health problems. 

1.7. Manage practice finances, reception, records and communications 

1.8. Manage staff and staff development 

1.9. Manage the psychological and physical practice environment

1.10. Use ethical practice management techniques 

1.11. Demonstrate a doctor-patient relationship which is professional, based on trust, confidence, respect and confidentiality. 

1.12. Demonstrate adherence to statutory requirements and laws
	HLTH 207, 208, 303, 306, CHIR 873, 874, 877, 887, 888, 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897 

HLTH 207, 208, 303, 306, CHIR873, 874, 877, 887, 888, 881, 894, 895, 896, 897 

CHIR 887, 896, 897

CHIR 887, 896, 897
CHIR 887, 896, 897

CHIR 881, 882, 887, 896, 897

CHIR 881, 882, 887, 896, 897, all skills units
CHIR 887, 896, 897
	PHD1-3, HLTH 303, 306, year 3 elective, CHIR 873, 874, 877, 887, 888, 881, 882, 894, 895, 896, 897

PHD1-3, HLTH 303, 306, year 3 elective, CHIR873, 874, 877, 887, 888, 881, 894, 895, 896, 897

CHIR 887, 896, 897

CHIR 887, 896, 897

CHIR 887, 896, 897

CHIR 881, 882, 887, 896, 897

CHIR 881, 882, 887, 896, 897

all skills units
CHIR 887, 896, 897


2. Critical, Analytical and Integrative Thinking

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	2.1. Demonstrate skills in reasoning, questioning and analyzing, and to 

integrate and synthesise learning and knowledge from a range of sources and environments 


	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	2.2. Critique constraints, assumptions 

and limitations 


	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	2.3. Think independently and 

systemically in relation to scholarly 

activity in the workplace and in the 

world 
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	2.4. Have a level of scientific and information technology literacy


	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	2.5. Adapt developments in chiropractic to changing demographic and cultural contexts and to the health needs of society. 

	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, 

but in particular, those in 

M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

 5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, 

but in particular, those in 

M.Chir


3. Problem Solving and Research Capability

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	3.1. Analyze, interpret and assess data and information in various forms
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	3.2. Draw connections across fields of knowledge
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	3.3. Relate their knowledge to complex situations at work or in the world, in 
order to diagnose and solve problems
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	3.4. Demonstrate confidence to take the initiative in problem solving, within an awareness of their own limitations.
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	3.5. Be research literate
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	3.6. Seek out and critically evaluate new and current knowledge
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	3.7. Demonstrate the ability to present research in a format acceptable for scientific publication
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	3.8. Demonstrate an appreciation of evidence based practice.
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute , especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	3.9. Apply principles of scientific 
method and evidence based health care(including analytical and critical thinking)to their professional work  
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute , especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir



4. Creative and Innovative

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	4.1. Demonstrate a capability to think creatively and imaginatively 
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	4.2. Demonstrate an ability to ‘create’ knowledge
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	4.3. Demonstrate innovation at work and in the community
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	4.4. Be engaged in applying their critical,
 creative thinking
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir


INTERPERSONAL OR SOCIAL GRADUATE CAPABILITIES

5. Effective Communication 

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	5.1. Demonstrate an ability to communicate and convey their views in forms effective with different audiences
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	5.2. Demonstrate a capability to read, listen, question, gather and evaluate information resources in a variety of formats
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	5.3. Demonstrate a capability to assess, write clearly, speak effectively, and to use visual communication and communication technologies as appropriate
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	5.4. Relate effectively and knowledgeably to other health professionals and agencies
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	5.5. Demonstrate skills in intra-professional referral
	M.Chir units
	M. Chir units


6. Engaged and Ethical Local and Global citizens

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	6.1. Demonstrate an awareness of the responsibility, accountability and competence of health providers in Australian society. 
	M.Chir units
	M. Chir units

Year 3 elective

	6.2. Demonstrate an awareness of public health concepts. 
	HLTH305, CHIR 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897


	PHD1-3, year 3 elective, CHIR 887, 888, 894, 895, 896, 897



	6.3. Demonstrate an awareness of professional ethos, organisation and history. 
	All CHIR units
	All CHIR units

	6.4. Understand professional responsibility, strengths, limitations and legal responsibilities. 
	M.Chir units
	M.Chir units

	6.5. Be engaged with the challenges of contemporary society and with knowledge and ideas
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	6.6. Demonstrate awareness of indigenous perspectives and of the nation’s historical context
	
	

	6.7. Demonstrate respect for diversity, to be open-minded, sensitive to others and inclusive, and to be open to other cultures and perspectives, with a level of cultural literacy
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	6.8 Be aware of disadvantage and social justice, and be willing to participate to help create a wiser and better society
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	6.9. Be a good community citizen 


	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute


7. Socially and Environmentally Active and Responsible 

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to: 

	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	7.1. Be aware of and have respect for self and others
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	7.2. Be able to work with others as a leader and a team player
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	7.3. To have a sense of connectedness with others and country; and to have a sense of mutual obligation
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	7.4. Be informed and active participants in moving society towards sustainability.
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute


PERSONAL CAPABILITIES

8. Capable of Professional and Personal Judgement and Initiative

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to:
	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	8.1. Demonstrate emotional intelligence and sound interpersonal skills
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	8.2. Demonstrate discernment and common sense in their professional and personal judgement
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	8.3. Exercise initiative as needed
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	8.4. Be capable of risk assessment, and be able to handle ambiguity and complexity, enabling them to be adaptable in diverse and changing environments
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	8.5. Incorporate [image: image1.png]


 “do no harm” as the underpinning tenant of practice
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir


9. Commitment to Continuous Learning

The Chiropractic graduate from Macquarie University will be able to:
	Capabilities
	Units pre 2010
	Units from 2010



	9.1. Demonstrate an ability to pursue 
self-directed learning and critical evaluation involving both self-
assessment and reflection.
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute, especially those in M.Chir

	9.2. Be willing to participate in a mentoring system to be conducted by 
the Department of Chiropractic.
	
	

	9.3. Become a life long learner, willing 

to continue professional development. 
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute

	9.4. Be capable of reflecting on their experiences and relationships with others and the environment, learning from them, and growing - personally, professionally and socially
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
	Gradually developed over the

5 years through the learning process. All units contribute
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